SANJOY RAY

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: For
the poor, childless married

ly emerges a ray of hope!
_ For the first time, the State
Government plans to facilitate
IVF (in-vitro fertilization)
treatment or birth of
a ‘test tube baby’ for
the fertility-chal-
lenged couples in gov
ernment-run hospitals.
Sources informed
that an IVF centre will
first start at the Guwa-
hati Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) and
subsequently, such cen- ¢
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couples in Assam, there final-

| | tres will bereplicatedin  § Institute of Human Re-
| other medical colleges {{ production (IHR) locat-
TS & ed in Guwahati and

> ungder ' such babies were born

to have such faci1ities----at". the
GMCH was mooted some tyye
years back, the matter got
stalled for a number of reasons,

“The IVF centre at the
GMCH would be of state-of-
the-art quality and a team of
dedicated staff, including doc-
tors, would render their serv-
ices. It will have all
¢ the specialised fea-
tures of top class fa-
cility,” the sources said,
adding the nitty-gritty
of the 'set-up is being
discussed. )

In Assam, the first
test tube baby was born
on July 7, 1995 under
Dr ML Goenka at the




. the institute (IHR) i m
- Apart from the IHR,

ore than 60 per cent.

five other clinics offer the IVF treat- '
[35 ‘mentin Guwahati, =
l' S Dr Goenka, when asked, said that it is good that the
'.:';erﬂlﬁ.eﬂft-hespitals are coming up with such plans be-
- cause not everyone can afford such treatment in a private
C o
- 4 The acceptance level amon
- region as a whole has been increasing over the years. Being
 one of the pioneers in this field, we at IHR are treating couy-
e only from places like Delhi and West Bengal but also
road. We have the best facilities at
' t-up,” Dr Goenka said, pointin
the married couples 1n India 3
m being no exception,
ACH, who has been leading the family |
1as welcomed the government moye |
be a blessing t Couples who are !

g people of the State and the

Parwith any inter-
g out that 10 to 15
re esﬁmated to be




Sperm, egg

(Contd from page 1)
from varied professional fields including defence, glamour world
and sports are opting for egg or semen freezing so that the best
quality samples of egg or semen could be stored and used 'Ff;"
pregnancy whenever deemed fit by the person concerned,”
said Deepak Goenka, a leading Guwahati-based in-vitro fertili-

sation (IVF) expert and chairman of the city-based Institute of

Human Reproduction (IHR) while talking to this reporter.
The IHR which is one of the pioneers in the field was among
one of the first to have such facilities in place. The first baby of
Northeast India from cryo-preserved oocyte was delivered at
IHR 1n 2012. “In today’s world, women have become career-
oriented. The idea is to ensure that they are not denied the joy
of parenthood and family in case of any eventuality or a delayed
marriage or .delayed family planning without compromising
with their career,” said Dr Goenka. “It was reported that

corporate houses like Facebook and Apple are paying for egg

preservation of their employees, and earlier in this year, Pen-
tagon, US, has also started paying for their defence personnel
for the same cause,” the IVF expert said.

“As on today, IHR has preserved oocytes of more than 100
'_females ” Dr Goenka revealed.
- Healso mentioned that football players who come during the
_Indmn Soccer League and otherwise from Meghalaya and other
places tend to drop in at the THR to avail the facility. “We, in IHR,
have received and stored such samples from all sorts of people
ardless of their prnfessmn, class, rehgmn etc.,” he said.
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